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Vermin Control in Trash Chutes & Compactor Rooms

When we think of trash or compactor rooms, we tend to think of dirty smelly environments and in way too many cases, that is the reality. While we use these rooms

and associated chutes and floor closets for refuse disposal, the fact of the matter is that they need to be kept clean with a minimum of odor and clutter. 

In terms of pest management practices, it is these areas which provide the food, water and shelter triangle of life for a multitude of pests including roaches, rodents, flies and beetles. The system then serves as a conduit or expressway which facilitates their movement through the building. 

When I do consulting in regard to this matter, I recommend an inspection line, similar to those used in food facilities, painted around the perimeter. This is designed to keep the area clear for proper pest control and inspection practices. In the early 70’s, NYC shifted away from incinerators in order to improve air quality; the trade off was an environment more conducive to vermin. 

With the introduction of compactors, we created a centralized shaft in which food waste and other offerings accumulate on rough multi textured walls that were previously incinerator chimneys, or in newer units stick to connecting points and possible breaches in the compactor chute sleeves. The raw garbage that then lands at the bottom with varying velocity splashes back up and then is compacted into plastic bag snakes that are tied and cut by building staff or by automated controllers. Frequently, the delicate ooze from this compacting escapes, or waste itself accumulates beneath the rollers which move the trash bags along. At this point the bags which hopefully are not torn and are not rodent proof are stacked in the room for several days till disposal. This process provides the organic and in many instances gelatinous waste which promotes pests as well as attracts them as a result of their odiferous qualities. 

With the afore noted conditions taken into account, the need for proper refuse and pest management is obvious. 

Direct pest management practices used in these areas should start with the sealing of the service conduits which then rise up into the building such as steam, waste, water, gas and electric lines. The pest proofing should utilize such materials as escutcheon plates, copper mesh, plaster and sealants. Special attention should be made to cable lines which often share common floor closets with compactors and then branch out into all units via enclosed cable lines. 

Bait stations and insect monitors should be present in base and refuse/recycle areas for detection and control. Depending on type, sanitation and pest pressure, the chutes should be treated on a scheduled basis utilizing an appropriately labeled insecticide dust as it will adhere better that most liquid applications and to reduce the odds of induced pest migration, an insect growth regulator may also be employed.  Space sprays, such as fogging and bombs will exacerbate any pest condition. Care must be taken to seal hopper chute doors to avoid drift and from someone using the chute during treatment. 

Compactor room windows should be properly screened and are a good place for fly units which can be used to contain filth flies and a number of dermestid beetles which may come to feast.  These rooms should be well vented so when staff does wash them with hoses, the room has a chance to dry properly and not create optimum moisture, temperature and humidity conditions for pests. 

As a comment, if you go into a compactor room and see giant deodorant blocks hanging and flies, the staff obviously needs to improve sanitation, quickly!

